KiT REVIEW | High performance glider

Erwin 5 DS

ANDY ELLISON RUNS TO THE
HILLS WITH A HIGH BLING,
SUPER-SLIPPERY SLOPER

What's in a2 name?
Not a lot, in this
case. 'Erwin 5'is a
very plain tag to give
such a slippary
machina!

Exceptional build
quality really shows
through the
colourless surface.

Unusually the
fuselage requires
joining just aft of the
wing seat. The
alignment of the two
mouldings makes it
difficult to go wrong
but you must rig the
model fully first.

The whole mods! is
very tidily finished.
The upper surface
linkage outiets are

Jjust further
examples of the
attention to detail

PCM have put in on

our behalf.

es, | know it's an unusual
name for a model. |
suppose the meaning got

lost in translation between the
Erwin's country of origin (Austria)
and the English speaking world.
However, look up the term "man
jewellery® in the 2006 Aeromodellers’
Glossary of Youth Lingo for Luddites,
Curmudgeons and Fogies and

there'll be a picture of this modal
just after the purple anodised R/C
helicopter parts. Sleek, black, pointy,
as high tech as you dare and not a
scrap of paint to blemish the
pristine, hollow moulded, heawvy
carbon, twill weave cloth finizh. The
Erwin looks like it's been stolen from

a secret Formula One car testing
laboratory and given control
surfaces. There really was no other
model for me to choose as my next
slopey sportster.

WANT ONE

I've had my eye on an Erwin since
before it had a name. | bumped into
a German guy at a DS session at
Rushup Edge some years ago and
witnessad him piling the prototype
into the hillside on purpose to see
how easily the wings came off. With
its sleek, pointy mainplane and
almost stealthy, pre-historic
appearance the model instantly went

onto my mental wish list. This was
bolstered somewhat when German
Stefan Sieman turned up to
campaign one at the English Open
F3F event in 2004.

Fast forward to early 2006 and
Dave Wright, ex-UK imparter of all
things glidery and fast, decided to
blow the cobwebs off the old
business and start up again, this time
under the name of T9 Hobbysports.
Included in his new range was,
surprise, surprise, the Erwin! With
the promise of a fairly short waiting
time (models like this are usually
built to order) | committed a chunk of
my wage packet and waited. Six
waeaks later Dave called to say the
modal had arrived in Yorkshire and
asked if I'd sneak across the

Pennines from my native Lancashire
to collect it under the cover of
darkness... o0 his mates wouldn't see
him fraternising with a Red Roser!

With the model safely back in
Gods country | set about reading
through the not inconsiderable
amount of information supplied in
the instruction booklet. This is
unusual in itself; I've paid lots more
for similar models and all I've

recaived with the kit is a bit of bubble
wrap! Got some of that with this one
too, but it's in the form of wing and
tailplane covers. The exposed carbon
finish gets impressively hot sat on
the floor in the sunshine so the bags
are a must. Remove the modeal fram
these in like-minded company and
the reaction is always the same,
audible 'oohs’ and "aahs’ with a
clamber of pilots just wanting to hold
it, but concerned by any fingarprints
they may add.

BENDY SISTER

Mow the Erwin 5 DS has a bendier
sister, the Erwin 5. The only
difference between the two is in the
lay-up of the main spar and,
accordingly, the slight waight
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